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Timeline of 30-Day Avoidable Readmission Information
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•Found 1/5 of Medicare beneficiaries hospitalized 
within 30 days of discharge from hospital

•Less than 1/2 of the patients had seen a primary 
care doctor before readmission

January 2003 to December 20041

Patients who experienced 1 of 9 patient safety 
risks had a higher 30-day readmission rate.

January 2004 to December 20042

Literature

Federal Information

State Information

Authority Data

•4.4 million potentially avoidable 
hospitalizations 

•Cost $30.8 billion
•1 in 5 Medicare admissions for a 

potentially avoidable condition

January 2006 to December 20063

Governor Rendell introduced “Prescription for 
Pennsylvania,” which identified avoidable 
readmissions as a cost-saving target.

January 20074

The Pennsylvania Patient Safety Authority received 
more than 3,500 reports of hospital readmissions.

June 2004 through August 2009

An intervention begins to reduce 
hospital readmission rates to 
save $26 billion over 10 years.

20107

•57,852 readmissions in Pennsylvania
•Cost of $2.5 billion
•Additional 350,000 hospital days

January 2008 to December 20085

•Medicare annual cost is $15 billion for readmissions
•Recommended tracking of 30-day readmission rates 

for 2 years, disclosing to public in year 3

June 20086
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